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MATCH INFORMATION 

(GBR) GREAT BRITAIN 3:1 UA EMIRATES (UAE) 

DATE 29 JUL 2012 VENUE Wembley Stadium, London, England 

TIME 20:45 CET STAGE Group A 

 

GOALS SCORED 

1-0 Ryan Giggs (16’), 1-1 Rashed Eisa (60’), 2-1 Scott Sinclair (73’), 3-1 Daniel Sturridge (76’) 

 

SANCTIONS 

Yellow Card(s) 2 (0-2) Khamis Esmaeel (UAE, 63’), Omar Abdulrahman (UAE, 83‘) 

2nd Yellow Card(s) - - 

Red Card(s) - - 

Penalty Kick(s) - - 

 
 

MATCH OFFICIALS 

Officials Name Origin Marks Difficulty 

Referee Roberto García MEX 8,2 Medium 

Assistant Referee 1 José Camargo MEX 8,6 Medium 

Assistant Referee 2 Alberto Morín MEX 8,3 Medium 

Fourth Official Mark Geiger USA 8,0 Low 

Blog Referee Observer Niclas E. GER 

 

EVALUATION SCALE 

Marks Classification of the marks*  

9,0 – 10,0 Excellent performance. 

8,5 – 8,9 
Very good fulfillment of the criteria’s majority and important decision(s) correctly 
taken. 

8,0 – 8,4 Good, expected level. 

7,8 – 7,9 Satisfactory performance with some areas for improvement. 

7,6 – 7,7 Acceptable performance with important areas for improvement. 

7,4 – 7,5 One crucial situation misvalued, otherwise in the area of 8,0 and above. 

7,2 – 7,3 One crucial situation misvalued, otherwise in the area of 7,6 – 7,9. 

7,1 More than one crucial situation misvalued, otherwise in the area of 8,0 and above. 

7,0 More than one crucial situation misvalued, otherwise in the area of 7,6 – 7,9. 

6,5 – 6,9 
Below expected level, inconsistent application of the laws [, defective control as 
well as an insufficient tactical approach], (a) crucial situation(s) misvalued and 
therefore a disappointing performance with significant points for improvement.** 

6,0 – 6,4 Unacceptable performance. 

* The degree of difficulty must be integrated into the mark. 
** The criteria in square brackets [ ] only refers to the referee, not to the (additional) assistant referees.  
*** Expected level does not necessarily mean that there are no areas for improvement. 

© Árbitro Internacional, Ref Marks, World of Football Refereeing       OLYMPIC GAMES  

REFEREE OBSERVATION REPORT                                         LONDON 2012 



 © Árbitro Internacional, RefMarks, World of Football Refereeing       Referee Observation Report 

Page -2- 
 

Explanation for the Degree of Difficulty that is integrated in the marks and is to be considered 
separately for every match official. 

Low Nearly no challenging situations for the official. 

Medium Normal match for the respective official with a few challenging situations. 

High Difficult match for the respective official with difficult and important situations to solve. 

 
 

Description of the match 

The match was played at London’s venerable Wembley Stadium, venue of 2011 UEFA Champions 
League final and now several matches at 2012 FIFA Olympic Games as well. The crowd comprised a 
total number of more than 85.000 spectators, by far the highest attendance of all the disciplines of 
these XXX Olympic Games. Roberto García of Mexico, born in 1974 and living in Mexico City, took 
charge of this match and had probably no big problem with this atmosphere, since he had already 
overseen 2011 FIFA Under 17 World Cup’s final at a nearly full Estadio Azteca with more than 90.000 
supporters. He encountered a friendly atmosphere, naturally closely related to the host nation’s second 
match at this tournament. Great Britain needed a win if they wanted to keep pace with the rest of the 
group, which by the way became more interesting than expected, after Senegal had unexpectedly 
defeated the Uruguayan side at Wembley, too. 
The match itself featured a decent level of technical skills on both sides and even though the result of 
3-1 indicates a more likely easy-going match for the Britains, it was the complete opposite: UA 
Emirates were most of the time the better team, closer to the 1-2, but failed to finally score it. 
Therefore, Great Britain decided the match within 4 minutes. García had to take one crucial decision, 
the correctness of which cannot be totally confirmed. The difficulty for him must be hence set on 
“medium”. 
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1) Application and Interpretation of the Laws of the Game, Disciplinary Control and (technical) 
Management of the game. The assessment should be reinforced by listing exemplary situations 
with minutes for key elements and by mentioning and evaluating every personal punishment 
issued by the referee as well as other important decisions. 
 

Comments 

Roberto García had to deal with a few smaller infringements and mostly found adequate reactions to 
that. The match was, in general, fair, so that a more lenient line helped the match to be fluently without 
too many stoppages.  
His foul detection as well as basic calls (throw-ins, corner kicks etc.) were pretty good, too, specially 
his application of the advantage rule led to a promising goal attempt (e.g. in minute 5, when UA 
Emirates were allowed to execute a quick counterattack after an advantage). The same could be 
observed in minute 15, when an Arabian player attempted to interrupt a British counterattack by a 
small foul from behind: García quickly and unambiguously applied the advantage rule and later issued 
a non-verbal warning towards the player who originally committed the foul (see 3.1).  
Two yellow cards were issued throughout the match, both were absolutely justified. After a small but 
too intense protest by UAE’s Esmaeel, who also made a disparaging gesture after a correctly awarded 
free-kick to GBR, García strictly booked the first player (63’). Later, in the 83rd minute, there was a 
serious kick by another Emirates’ player, who committed a small but hard studs-up kick onto his 
opponent’s thighs. A yellow card was the adequate consequence. 
In addition to this, there was a quite significant call in the late first half (44’). His assistant referee José 
Camargo correctly signaled a foul (pulling) committed by a UAE player very close to the box. One 
could have issued a yellow card here. García whistled, started to move towards the position where the 
foul occurred, but the British striker who was fouled decided to quickly execute the free-kick instead of 
waiting for a wall. FIFA Laws of the Game do not stress whether there is a need to start with a 
ceremonial free-kick, as soon as the position is close to the box. García allowed the free-kick, perhaps 
following certain instructions, but in general, my feeling is that positioning a wall and re-starting a 
ceremonial free-kick with a whistle would have been appropiate. Anyway, this quick free-kick nearly led 
to a goal. 
The only crucial situation of great importance was made in the 9th minute: a striker of UA Emirates 
entered the box from the right side and suffered from a duel with a British defender. Latter slightly 
touched the striker’s leg, who fell. García did not react and awarded a corner kick. The UAE player did 
not complain, one replay rather supported the Mexican’s decision, but the second and better one 
(approximately from García’s own position) clearly showed that the touch was vital. Actually, it should 
have hence been an early penalty to UAE, but I clearly emphasize that I do not blame García for this 
call, which was more than difficult to make, also considering the action’s high pace. Therefore, I decide 
against a low mark which would normally be the consequence of a wrongly taken “crucial situation”. 
 

Minute Description of the situation 

9 
crucial situation: García does not award a penalty kick to UA Emirates. A very difficult 
and soft call, replays indicate it should have been a PK. 

44 
quick execution of a free-kick that is very close to the box instead of a ceremonial free-
kick, nearly leading to a goal, depends on instructions, could be problematic 

63 Yellow Card for protests, correct and necessary 

83 Yellow Card for a small but serious foul, correct 
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2) Physical Condition  
 

 

+ o - Aspect 

 X  
Adequate Positioning (also at set pieces), always close to play,  
no interference with it 

 X  
Adequate Movement, diagonal system, decreases the distance 
to play in crucial situations and enters the penalty area if 
necessary 

 X  Anticipation of situations and awareness 

 X  Physical Condition and stamina in general 

 
Please strengthen your assessment on the referee’s physical condition by listing meaningful 
situations in the grid below, which is mandatory in case of an awarded “-“ (negative point). 
 
Summarizing assessment (very good, good, medium, poor) of the referee’s physical condition: 
Medium 
 

Minute Description of the situation 

full time 
All the criteria was fulfilled in a decent and acceptable way, so that no “-“ is to be 
awarded here. Nonetheless, his level of stamina and movement was obviously lower 
than many other referees’ one. 

 
 

3.1) Personality, Tactical Approach (referring to the referee’s style of gaining authority and 
control, the degree of mutual respect between players and referee and the referee’s general 
appearance and manner of leading the match on the pitch. Exemplary situations that might 
bolster the observer’s assessment can be integrated into the coherent text (minutes then in 
brackets)) 
 

Comments 

His tactical approach was complete leniency combined with bookings, when needed. This line seems 
to be FIFA’s line of the tournament, uniformity has been therefore achieved by Busacca and the 
others.  
García’s personality is his strength, he was in charge of the players, who mostly respected and 
accepted his decisions. If not, he was consistent with booking. Furthermore, he had a certain fashion 
to let the players know where the borderline is. After applied advantages, he often pointed his finger at 
his eyes to tell the players: “I have seen the foul, I have you in my mind and I will observe you!” Very 
good way of leading the match! He also had conversations with players that were of avail. 

 
 

3.2) Match Control (referring to the level of control accomplished by the referee. Exemplary 
situations that might bolster the observer’s assessment can be integrated into the coherent 
text (minutes then in brackets)) 
 

Comments 

The match was under full control from the start until the end. Nothing to improve here. 
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4) Co-operation with (additional) assistant referees and fourth official. 
 

Comments 

His assistant referees supported him in a normal manner. Some fouls were signaled by them. 

 
 

5) Summary, general comments on the referee’s performance and areas for improvement 
 

Comments 

Taking everything into consideration, assessing his final performance is difficult. It depends on how 
one evaluates the situation in the 9th minute. Apart from a strong personality and tactical approach, 
leading to complete control, he has obvious deficits in movement and fitness. Therefore, a suitable 
compromise is expected level. 
 

Positive points 

1. Personality, Tactical Approach and therefore full control 

2. Advantage rule and general foul detection 

3. 
Non-verbal language, telling players, who committed fouls, that 
they are under his observation 

 

Areas for improvement 

1. Diagonal movement and more efficient positioning 

2. Stamina 
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1) Physical and Technical Aspects  
 
 

 

+ o - Aspect 

 X  Adequate Positioning and Movement  

 X  Physical Condition and Stamina 

 X  Flag Technique in compliance with FIFA instructions 

 X  
Alertness and reaction to situations in his area of vicinity, good 
cooperation with referee 

 X  Dealing with offside situations (“wait-and-see-technique”…) 

 
You can strengthen your assessment on the assistant referee’s physical and technical aspects by 
listing meaningful situations in the grid below, which is mandatory in case of an awarded “-“ 
(negative point). 
 

Minute Description of the situation 

  

 
 

2) Comments on the Application and Interpretation of the Laws of the Game (specially Law 11), 
every offside / critical NO offside situation as well as other meaningful situations are to be 
listed in the grid below. 
 

Comments 

Adequately supported García whenever it was possible. Furthermore, he had some close offsides to 
solve, specially after the (too) quickly executed free-kick. Still medium difficulty and his mark is 
therefore 8,6 (very good). 

Minute Description of the situation 

39 offside position (Richards), correct decision 

44 
correct cognition of a foul in his area of vicinity, then after the too quick execution of the 
free-kick, brilliantly seen that the striker was level (very difficult NO offside call) 

45 ball did obviously not cross the line, since it hit both posts 

85 correct offside flag 
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1) Physical and Technical Aspects  

 
 

+ o - Aspect 

 X  Adequate Positioning and Movement  

 X  Physical Condition and Stamina 

 X  Flag Technique in compliance with FIFA instructions 

 X  
Alertness and reaction to situations in his area of vicinity, good 
cooperation with referee 

 X  Dealing with offside situations (“wait-and-see-technique”…) 

 
You can strengthen your assessment on the assistant referee’s physical and technical aspects by 
listing meaningful situations in the grid below, which is mandatory in case of an awarded “-“ 
(negative point). 
 

Minute Description of the situation 

  

 
 

2) Comments on the Application and Interpretation of the Laws of the Game (specially Law 11), 
every offside / critical NO offside situation as well as other meaningful situations are to be 
listed in the grid below. 
 

Comments 

Alberto Morín made an attentive and concentrated impression, perfectly supported the referee in tight 
throw-in situations in his area of responsibility. He had only to deal with two critical situations with 
regard to (NO) offside, both were correct. 

Minute Description of the situation 

13 offside position correctly detected, very tight 

76 
Sturridge, before scoring the 3-1, is not in an offside position, correctly seen but this 
call was not difficult 
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Reference to execution of technical procedures, important aspects and potential involvements  
 

Comments 

Mark Geiger, as always gum-smacking, had a calm evening, both benches behaved in an expected 
way, quick and good dealing with substitutions, extra-time communicated at the correct point of time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Reported by: Niclas E 
 

30 JUL ´12, GER  

                                             Fourth Official                       Olympic Games 2012 


